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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 

TO:  Tom Hui, Acting Director, Department of Building Inspection 
  Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission 
  
FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee 

Board of Supervisors 
 
DATE:  March 22, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED: FIRE CODE AMENDMENT 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Economic Development Committee has 
received the following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on March 
12, 2013: 
 

File No.  130253 
 

Ordinance amending the Fire Code, Chapter 5, Section 503.4, to clarify what 
does not constitute an obstruction of a Fire Apparatus Access Road. 
 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter Section D3.750-5 for 
public hearing and recommendation.  It is pending before the Land Use & Economic 
Development Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

 
Please forward me the Commission’s recommendation and reports at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 
 
c: Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
 
 

[Fire Code - Fire Apparatus Access Roads] 
 
Ordinance amending the Fire Code, Chapter 5, Section 503.4, to clarify what does not 
constitute an obstruction of a Fire Apparatus Access Roads. 
 
 

Existing Law 
 
Under the California Fire Code, a fire apparatus access road shall not be obstructed in any 
manner, including the parking of vehicles.  The minimum width for a fire apparatus access 
road is 20 feet with an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
This legislation will clarify that an unobstructed sidewalk that does not exceed six inches in 
height will not constitute a per se obstruction of fire apparatus access road. This legislation 
does not affect the authority of the fire code official under state law.  A department may not 
act pursuant to this ordinance in contradiction to the determination of the fire code official.   
 


