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NOTICE OF DECISION 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS MEETING 

August 3, 2011 
Case No. 2011-01 

 

Property Addresses:  178 Townsend Street and 2235 Third Street 
 

On August 3, 2011, the Board of Examiners held a duly noticed public hearing to consider the 
applicant’s proposal to use the 2010 California Building Code (CBC), Sections 1205.2.1, with an 
equivalency. CBC 1205.2.1 states, “For the purpose of providing natural lighting, any room is 
permitted to be considered as a portion of an adjoining room where one-half of the area of the  
common wall is open and unobstructed and provides an opening of not less than one-tenth of the 
floor area of the interior room or 25 square feet (2.32 m2), whichever is greater.”  
 
The equivalency is to provide large glazed openings by the use of sliding or swinging doors, in 
order to borrow light from the adjoining living space. The glazed openings would not be considered 
an obstruction to the passage of natural light from the adjoining room.  
The permit applications for this issue are: 2011 0408 3769 for178 Townsend Street) and 2011 
0408 3762 for 2235 03rd Street, also known as 2235 Third Street, for the purpose of this Decision. 
 

 
A general overview of the case was given by the Department of Building Inspection (DBI). 
 
Testimony was given by the applicant’s representatives and members of the public. Based on the 
presentation of the oral and written testimony, the Board of Examiners voted 8 to 0 with 1 (one) 
abstention to approve a motion for  the applicant’s request for a Local Code Equivalency (as noted 
above) as follows: 
 The Board of Examiners approves the aforementioned Local Code Equivalency subject to the 

following conditions: 
(1) this is a one-time decision that applies only to the two projects being submitted; 
(2) that the application(s) for these two projects be approved as submitted, in that the 

projects have fully complied with the intent of the code and, 
(3) if another building makes an application for a similar condition, that DBI ‘should’ issue 

an Administrative Bulletin (or resolve the matter by another method) that makes this 
(decision) a rule. * 

 
 
Members present:   Mel Cammisa (Chairperson), Manuel Flores (Vice President), Dick Glumac, 

Kevin Mirkovich, Patrick Buscovish, Robert Fuller, Jason Langkammerer, 
James Reed. Armin Wolski (Members) 

 
 

City staff present:   DBI – Neil Friedman, Acting Board Secretary, 
  San Francisco Fire Department - none 
 

Applicant representatives:   Representing Martin Building Company: Patrick McNerney, President; 
Brendan Dunnigan, Architect; James Ruben, Attorney 
 
 
A Motion was made by Board Member Dick Glumac, and seconded by Board Member Manuel 
Flores 

AYES:  Buscovich, Cammisa, Flores, Fuller,  Glumac, Langkammerer , Mirkovich, Reed,   
ABSTAIN:  Wolski 
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The Motion was adopted by resolution pursuant to the San Francisco Building Code Section 
105A.1.11. 
 
Per SFBC Sec.105A.1.12, a tape recording of this meeting is maintained for this Board of 
Examiner hearing, at DBI.  These tape recordings are available for duplication upon request with 
all costs of duplication be borne by the party requesting duplication. 

 
  
 By:    ___________________________ 

   Neil Friedman, Acting Secretary 
   Board of Examiners 
 
Note: * :  language added by Secretary in italics for the purpose of clarification. 
 
Copy to: All members of this Board of Examiners 
 SFFD- Captain Don Fields 
 DBI Director – Vivian Day, C.B.O. 
 DBI Deputy Director-  Edward Sweeney 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS 
EXPIRATION OF SEATS 9/15/2010

 
High-rise Sprinkler – Building Owner 
Ken Cleaveland 
Director, Government & Public Affairs 
BOMA San Francisco 
233 Sansome Street, 8th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
415-362-2662 x 11 (work) 
415-362-8634 (fax) 
kenc@boma.com 
 
 
Building Trades 
Manuel Flores 
Carpenters Local Union 22 
2085 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA  94107 
415-355-1322 (work), 415-716-7361 (cell) 
415-355-1422 (fax) 
mflores@nccrc.org 
 
 
Mechanical Engineeer 
Dick Glumac 
150 California Street, 3rd Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94111 
415-398-7667 (work), 415-518-8439 (cell) 
415-398-0596 (fax), Nena Ong, secretary 
dglumac@glumac.com 
 
 
Plumbing Contractor 
Kevin Mirkovich 
Western Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc. 
888 Marin Street 
San Francisco, CA  94124 
415-647-0696 (work) 
415-647-6249 (fax) 
kevinm@westernph.com 
 
 
General Contractor 
Armin Wolski 
ARUP 
901 Market Street, Suite 260 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
415-957-9445 (work) 
415-957-9096 (fax) 
armin.wolski@arup.com 
 

Structural Engineer 
Patrick Buscovich 
Patrick Buscovich & Associates 
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 823 
San Francisco, CA  94104-2906 
415-788-2708 x102 (work), 415-760-0636 (cell) 
415-788-8653 (fax) 
Email: 
 
 
 
Electrical Engineer 
Mel Cammisa 
Cammisa & Wipf Consulting Eng. 
32 Page Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
415-863-5740 (work) 
415-863-5758 (fax) 
mcammisa@cammisawipf.com 
 
 
Reg. Fire Protection Engineer 
Robert Fuller 
Fire Code Analysts, Inc. 
584 Castro Street, #187 
San Francisco, CA  94114 
415-553-6038 (work) 
415-863-1075 (fax) 
bobfire@aol.com 
 
Architect 
Jason Langkammerer 
At-six Architecture 
290 Division Street, Suite 303 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
415-503-0555 (work) 
415-503-0550 (fax) 
Jason@at-six.com, www.at-six.com 
 
 
Electrical Contractor 
James Reed 
Century Electric 
221 Oak Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
415-861-6522 (work) 
415-861-0638 (fax) 
centuryelectric@sbcglobal.net 


