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INFORMATION SHEET 

No.  EG-04 : (Previously numbered E-04) 

DATE : July 16, 2014 

CATEGORY : Egress 

SUBJECT : Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings: 
  Correction to SFBC Section 1029.1 

REFERENCE : 2013 San Francisco Building Code 
 Section 1029, Emergency Escape and Rescue 
AB-005, Local Equivalency Case-by-Case Application Procedures 
AB-028 Pre-application and Pre-addendum Plan Review Procedures 

INTENT    :    To clarify exceptions from SFBC Section 1029.1 for Group R-1 and R-2 
occupancies based on recommendations by email from OSFM (Office of 
State Fire Marshal) 

DISCUSSION     : 

Over the past couple months the issue of emergency escape and rescue openings in Group R 
occupancies has been problematic as to when they are or are not required for Group R 
occupancies, specifically R-1 and R-2 occupancies.  Revisions made by ICC to the 2012 
International Building Code through their Code Correlation Committee made revisions to Section 
1029.1 that removed certain exceptions that the OSFM had previously made modification to.  This 
action was not caught during the development of the 2013 California Building Code and the OSFM 
intended to maintain the provision for emergency escape and rescue openings in certain Group R 
occupancies of Types IB, IIB, IIIB and V construction.  The OSFM rulemaking documents, including 
the Statement of Reasons maintained that the OSFM was bringing forward the existing 
modifications to Section 1029.1 for the 2013 CBC/CFC.   

The OSFM has submitted to the Building Standards Commission the following correction to the 
2013 California Building and Fire Code.  The OSFM may re-address this issue during the 2016 
code adoption cycle, however, this corrects the codes and promulgated during the 2013 code 
adoption cycle.   






