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MEDIA ADVISORY

Give Heat or Get Heat:

DBI’s Annual “Heat Sweeps” Under Way

WHEN: 
Thursday, January 11, 2007 -- Winter Months’ Focus

WHAT:
Weather experts are forecasting record low temperatures in the next few days for San Francisco, and complaints are already pouring into the Department of Building Inspection’s Housing division about the lack of adequate heat in the City’s apartments and guest rooms. From a low of four complaints last July to 39 in December – nearly a ten-fold increase – DBI’s Housing Inspectors are hearing from more and more San Franciscans demanding sufficient heat for their families’ health, safety and comfort.  


City Codes require that central heating systems and boilers be certified annually and kept in good working order.  Heat system thermostats must be set to produce at least 68 degrees Fahrenheit to all habitable rooms from 5 a.m. until 11 a.m., and again from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. daily. While complaints may be filed at any time, DBI pro-actively spot-checks buildings’ heating systems during its annual “Heat Sweeps,” and steps-up its enforcement activities during the coldest months of the year (though ensuring heat compliance is a year-round effort).  


DBI’s message to those responsible for providing adequate heat at this time of year is clear: Turn Up the Heat to meet building code requirements, or you’ll soon ‘Get Heat’ from DBI’s Inspectors.

WHERE: 
Throughout San Francisco’s apartment buildings and guest rooms.

REPORT:
Call DBI’s Housing Inspection Division, 415/558-6220, to report rooms or buildings missing minimum heating requirements during San Francisco’s winter months.  Or visit the web site, www.sfgov.org/dbi for details on the City’s residential heat laws. 

MEDIA CONTACT:
William Strawn, Communications Manager, DBI, Tel. 415/558-6250, Cell 415/850-9816, email William.strawn@sfgov.org. 

Editors/Public Services Announcements’ Directors: Please contact William Strawn to arrange an interview with a DBI Housing Inspector involved in the annual DBI “Heat Sweeps.”  A community housing expert with the Housing Rights Committee, Mr. Avicolli Mecca, Tel. 415/703-8634, also is available for interviews.  PSA copy attached for Internet, radio and television support of the annual “Heat Sweeps.”
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