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Subject: 

Protection from Physical Damage

Question:  

Shall Type MC Cable, #4 AWG or larger, be considered protected from physical damage when installed 
in a lockable room dedicated to electrical service and distribution equipment and accessible only to 
qualified personnel? 

Reference: 

San Francisco Electrical Code (SFEC) 2007 Edition Section 330.12, Article 100 Definitions  

Existing Text: 

Section 330.12 Uses not permitted.  Type MC Cable shall not be used where exposed to the following 
destructive corrosive conditions, unless the metallic sheath is suitable for the conditions or is protected 
by material suitable for the conditions:

(1) Where subject to physical damage

(2) Direct Burial in the earth

(3) In concrete (FPN)

(4) Where subject to cinder fills, strong chlorides, caustic alkalis, or vapor or chlorine or of hydrochloric 
acids.

Article 100 Definitions, Subject to physical damage. Wiring installed within 2.44 m (8 feet) of a walking   

surface or finished floor is considered subject to physical damage.

Discussion:

Type MC Cable #4 AWG or larger, installed in a lockable room dedicated to electrical service and
distribution equipment and accessible only to qualified personnel, shall be considered to have
equivalent protection from physical damage when installed in a neat and workmanlike manner, properly 
supported, and securely fastened in place.
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