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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION___________________

City & County of San Francisco

1660 Mission Street, San Francisco, California  94103-2414

         
          NOTICE OF DECISION

BOARD OF EXAMINERS






  APRIL 15, 1997






        NO. 97-03

On April 15, 1997, the Board of Examiners held a duly noticed public hearing responding to a Building Code interpretation request of Section 3405, Item No. 5, lateral force provisions.  The request to the Board is as follows:  Is compliance with the lateral force requirements of Section 3403.6 required when a change of occupancy in a portion of a building results in a higher occupant load in that portion, while separately permitted alterations within other portions of the building result in a reduction in the occupant load such that the net cumulative effect is a decrease in the occupant load of the entire building?

MEMBER PRESENT:
Cammisa, Fong, Fudge, Glumac, Kennedy, Smith

CITY STAFF PRESENT:
Wing Lau, Chief Building Inspector, DBI





Hanson Tom, Building Plan Engineer

APPELLANT’S REPRESENTATIVES:
Robert Bossi, P.E.

Appellant’s representative demonstrated that conversion of a portion of the existing retail space to a full service A-3 restaurant results in an increase in occupant load of the floor.  However, the occupant load of the whole building will be reduced after the reduction of seating in the Orpheum Theater.  After hearing the testimony from the appellant’s representative and from city staff present, and based on the presentation of oral and written testimony, the Board of Examiners voted 6-0 and determined that Section 3405, Item No. 5 means occupant load of the entire building not an individual portion of the building.  The Board also requested that DBI issue a code ruling regarding this matter at a minimum engineering community and architects.

Motion made by Commissioner Fudge, seconded by Commissioner Cammisa

AYES:  Glumac, Fong, Smith, Kennedy, Fudge, Cammisa

NOES:  None

Motion adopted by Resolution pursuant to San Francisco Electrical Code Section 105.1.11 at the regular scheduled meeting of _____April 15, 1997_____.






By:  _______ WING Y. LAU_______





       Wing Lau, Chief Building Inspector

(04-15-97.doc)




       Secretary to Board of Examiners 

