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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION 


City & County of San Francisco

1660 Mission Street, San Francisco, California 94103-2414
NOTICE OF DECISION

BOARD OF EXAMINERS MEETING

FEBRUARY 11, 1997

CASE NO. 97-01
On February 11, 1997, the Board of Examiners held a duly noticed public hearing to determine the propriety of granting a variance from San Francisco Building Code Section 1003 for the property located at 333 Sacramento Street.  The appellant proposes the use of a new fire escape and connecting bridge across the open interior space to provide supplemental exits from the second and third stories.  Additionally, the appellant proposes fire safety upgrades not otherwise required by the code to provide the fire safety and code equivalence necessary for a variance under San Francisco Building Code Section 105.4.6.

MEMBER PRESENT:
Cammisa, Fong, Fudge, Glumac, Kennedy, Smith

CITY STAFF PRESENT:
Wing Y. Lau, Chief Building Inspector, DBI

Mario Ballard, Fire Code Enforcement, SFFD

Judith Boyajian, Deputy City Attorney

APPELLANTS= REPRESENTATIVES:
Albert Costa, Theodore Brown & Partners

Testimony was received from appellant=s representatives and from city staff present.  Based on the presentation of oral and written testimony, the Board of Examiners voted 6-0 and hereby orders that the Director of the Department of Building Inspection issue a building permit to Theodore Brown & Partners, subject to the incorporation of the following conditions in the plans submitted and filed with DBI with pertinent Permit Applications.

1. A new fire escape will be installed on the street facade to provide additional exits pursuant to SFBC 1006.19; and, 

2. The proposed additions will be connected to the existing portions of the third (3rd) floor via a newly constructed 1 hour fire rated walkway; and,

3. The existing sprinkler system will be connected to the smoke detection system and upgraded to a new rapid response head fire suppressions system; and,

4. The existing central mezzanine and the proposed additions, including the stairways therein, will be enclosed in newly constructed 1 hour fire rated partitions; and,
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5.
The existing stairways will be equipped with automatic closing magnetically held open 



smoke doors; and,

6.
All other openings into the 3-story open space will be equipped with roll down fire rated shutters which will close in the event of a fire; and,

7.
The plans dated February 7, 1997 will be modified as follows:

4. Roof plan must be corrected to reflect existing conditions.

4. Rear access ladders must be labeled as “existing ladders” (to building equipments).

The Board of Examiners finds that the above conditions are equivalent to the fire and life safety protections of the San Francisco Building Code as specifically embodies in Table 5A and Section 1003 and thereby within the scope of the Board of Examiners authority to grant as a variance, as set forth in San Francisco Building Code Section 105.4.6, for the following reasons:

1. The addition will result in the building exceeding minimum fire safety requirements; and,

2. Existing and prospective tenants will greatly benefit from the added elements of safety and fire protection included by the project sponsor.

Motion made by Board Member Glumac; seconded by Board Member Kennedy.

AYES: Cammisa, Fong, Fudge, Glumac, Kennedy, Smith

NOES: None

Motion adopted by Resolution pursuant to San Francisco Building Code Section 105.4.8 at the regular scheduled meeting of April 15, 1997
         



By:________________________________

Wing Y. Lau, Chief Building Inspector

 



Secretary to Board of Examiners

