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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION 


City & County of San Francisco

1660 Mission Street, San Francisco, California 94103-2414
NOTICE OF DECISION

BOARD OF EXAMINERS MEETING

FEBRUARY 9, 1999

CASE NO. 99-01
On February 9, 1999, the Board of Examiners held a duly noticed public hearing to determine whether the working clearance between the service meter and the gas line could, under San Francisco Electrical Code Section 110-16(a), be reduced to 32 inches instead of minium of 36 inches required by Code. Appellant offers no alternative manner of construction that could provide equivalency except citing a similar situation that was approved by the same District Inspector.

MEMBER PRESENT:
Cammisa, Fong, Fudge, Glumac, Kennedy, Smith, and Lera

CITY STAFF PRESENT:
Wing Y. Lau, Chief Building Inspector, DBI

David Green, Electrical Inspector, DBI

APPELLANT:


Frank Wing, Electrical Contractor for 3045 Franklin Street

NON-PARTY WITNESS:
Jerry Wong, Service Planner, PG&E

Testimony was received from an appellant, representative from P.G.&E and from City staff present.  Based on the presentation of oral and written testimony, the Board of Examiners voted 7-0 to deny the appeal based on its conclusion that no alternative was offered by the appellant that would result in an equivalent of code compliance.

The Board of Examiners finds that this vote is consistent with the fire and life safety protections of the San Francisco Electrical Code and hereby within the scope of the Board of Examiners authority to reject the request for the following reasons:


1.
Although the Electrical Code specifically states the minimum working clearance shall not be less than 36 inches between the equipments, the Board of Examiners may find that there are alternatives methods of construction that make fire and life safety protections equivalent to those contemplated  by the 36-inch requirement; 

2.
Board member Glumac’s motion to deny since no equivalent measures from the Code were presented.  A proper clearance could be given by either moving the gas pipe or the circuit breakers;

3.
This decision shall apply only to appealed property.

Motion made by Board Member Glumac; seconded by Board member Kennedy.

AYES: Cammisa, Fong, Fudge, Glumac, Kennedy, Smith, and Lera

NOES: None

Motion adopted by resolution pursuant to San Francisco Building Code Section 105.1.11 at the regular scheduled meeting of April 27, 1999

        




 By:________________________________




     Wing Y. Lau, Chief Building Inspector

 



     Secretary to Board of Examiners

